
MINUTES
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 18, 2011

11-45 REGULAR MEETING AND CONSENT AGENDA

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, April 18 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Alpine Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321. Board members
present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, Trustees Ron
Cordes, Jim May, Bill Schweitzer, and Ted Wallace.

Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Townsend, to approve the Agenda as
presented.

A motion was made by May, with support from Townsend, to approve to the Agenda which
included Approval of Minutes from the Regular Meeting of March 21, 2011, Consideration of
Vouchers, Receipt of Treasurer’s Report, Receipt of Revenue and Expense Report and Receipt
of Correspondence. The motion carried 7-0.

11-46 PUBLIC COMMENT

Laura Weld, Manager of the Alpine Branch of the Kent District Library was present to announce that
Lance Warner has been hired as the new KDL Director. Weld thanked the Alpine Fire Department for
their support of the children’s programs and the fire safety programs which included fire trucks, safety
instructions, and firefighter in turn out gear.

11-47 COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission: Cordes – The Commission will be holding the regular meeting next week.
Zoning Board of Appeals: May – A request for a sign variance for the Family of Christ Church
located at 1100 Henze Road was denied. No meeting will be held in April.
Historical Commission: Schweitzer – The Commission held the Maple Syrup Contest at Alpine
Elementary School and 14 entries are judged by 5 judges. First place was awarded to the Nate
Boynton Family Sugar Bush and in second place was the Rasch Family Farm. An antique tractor
display has been planned on May 17, 2011.
Sewer & Water: Arends - The Westgate water improvement project begins on May 2 and the work
schedule has been tailored to be the least disruptive to Stoney Creek School and the summer bible
camp at the Marathana Church. Dykema Excavating is the contractor for the water project.
Homeowners that need a pressure reducing valve will receive a notification letter and the free valve
can be picked up at the Township Offices. Work continues on the plans for the Strawberry and York
Creek sewer improvement project in addition to analysis of the Mill Creek trunk sewer.
Park & Recreation: Wallace – A meeting was held in March and the Committee discussed the
concession stand, locating fill dirt and seeding the location of the former tennis courts, and the
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continued work to update the park and recreation ordinances. Some of the old soccer goals will be
reinstalled.

11-48 SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012 TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AND PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF FY 2012 BUDGET
SET BUDGET WORKSHOP

Supervisor Arends stated that the public hearing for the new township budget is typically held at the
regular June meeting. The proper public notice for the meeting will need to be advertised as required.
Board members discussed holding a budget workshop meeting.

The consensus of the Board was to hold a FY 2012 Budget Workshop meeting on Thursday, April
28th beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting room at the Township offices.

May offered a motion, with support from Townsend, the set the annual public hearing for the
Alpine Township FY 2012 budget to be held on Monday, May 16, 2011 which is at the next
regular meeting. There was no further discussion and the motion carried unanimously.

The Supervisor provided a copy of a preliminary FY2012 budget for Board members. He requested the
Board review the document and contact him with questions or suggestions before the workshop. The
preliminary budget includes a column indicating the percentage of difference between the current FY
2011 and proposed FY 2012 budget.

11-49 CONSIDERATION OF K.C. ROAD COMMISSION WORK ORDER
CHIP SEAL/MICRO-SURFACE

Board members reviewed the Road Commission work order for road upgrades in the Stowell Terrace
area. The total costs for the road work is $130,000 at a 50/50 split between the Township and Road
Commission. Arends explained that he had traveled the Township with the Planner and Road
Commission officials last Fall. The recommendation was to improve the roadways in the Stowell
Terrace area based on their current conditions and date of last improvement.

Board members discussed several other roads that need improvement. Supervisor Arends suggested
that any excess funds in the current FY 2011 budget be dedicated to road improvements. It was also
discussed that prior year reserves or capital improvement funds could be allotted to road improvement
as several road exist that need repair or upgrades.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace, to approve the K.C.Road Commission
work order for 1.75 miles of chip seal/micro surface work dated March 31, 2011 with the
Township share of the cost at $65,000 which had been allotted for in the current FY 2011 general
budget for the Stowell terrace area roads consisting of Dana Street, Stowell Street, Brady Street,
Bertha Street, Oakridge Avenue, Milla Avenue, and Wilmington Avenue. There was no further
discussion and the motion carried unanimously 7-0.
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11-50 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #11-05 – AMENDMENT TO SEWAGE
COLLECTION AND TREATMENT AGREEMENT TO ADD BAR – WITH
FOOD TO REU TABLE

Supervisor Arends stated that the resolution before the Township Board was approved by the NKSA
Board at the April 14, 2011 meeting. Each of the municipalities that comprise the Authority will be
required to approve the proposed amendment.

The purpose of the amendment is to add a new REU classification of Bar - With Food to the REU
table. The classification provides for a lower assignment of REU’s than a full service restaurant but
more unit than a bar only operation. If approved, the change will incorporate the new category of
usage type in the REU table which is used by all five municipalities which is based on classification
and square footage of the establishment. The change will address the concerns received from the Nick
Fink’s establishment located on West River Drive.

A motion to approve Resolution #11-05 to adopt an amendment to the NKSA Sewage Collection
and Treatment Agreement to add the classification of Bar –With Food including Exhibit A was
offered by May, with support from Schweitzer and motion carried 7-0.

11-51 DISCUSSION OF ALPINE STREET LIGHTING SAD
UPDATE RESOLUTION

Treasurer Townsend stated that the Township has a street lighting special assessment district in place
that spreads the Consumers Energy electric costs to the properties that benefit. Currently the Township
pays 20% of the electric costs for street lighting out of the general fund budget.

A provision of the ordinance states that if the assessment costs increases more than 10% from the
previous year that a new public hearing would be held to inform those residents in the district. Over
the last two years the electric costs has increased by more that 10% and the Township has paid the
additional amounts.

The Treasurer noted that a change to the ordinance is needed to remove the 10% language and that the
Township Attorney has been working on this change. Public noticing will also take place and this
topic will be an agenda item later in the year.

11-52 FIRE DEPARTMENT

Alpine Township Fire Chief Ron Christians explained that the new County Pumper Engine #8 has
been fully functional, equipped and performing fire runs for several weeks. It has been the practice of
the County to offer for sale the old pumper truck which has been replaced by the new truck first to the
department that has been utilizing the old vehicle. The Chief stated that Pumper #3 is a 1996 Spartan
truck which has been in service since 1996. The pumper truck has approximate 15,306 miles on the
odometer and is in excellent condition. The fire department would like to buy the vehicle and the
County has stated that the purchase price is $24,600.
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Board member discussed the request and noted that approximately $18,000 had originally been placed
in the FY 2011 budget for the purchase of the used pumper truck. A budget amendment will be needed
for the purchase.

May offered a motion, with support from Wallace, that Alpine Township purchase the 1996
Spartan Engine #3 for the amount of $24,600, with $18,000 from the fire department equipment
line item and $6,400 removed from Contingency for the balance due. There was no further
discussion by the Board and the motion carried unanimously 7-0.

As requested by the Board the Chief provided an update on the installation of signage at the three fire
stations.

The Chief discussed his concerns about the department ability to answer fire calls during the daytime
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. He provided information on a SAFER grant program that provides
wages for full time fire personnel for a two year period. The grant application process will likely open
up in August 2011.

Trustee May discussed holding the Farm Safety Seminar which has been hosted by the K.C. Farm
Bureau in the past.

The Chief explained that a past firefighter has requested that they be allowed to serve internship with
the Alpine Fire Department. It was noted that the Chief will need to have an agreement in place and
make sure that all liability issues have will be covered.

11-53 PUBLIC COMMENT, SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND BOARD COMMENTS

No public comments were offered

Supervisor Arends discussed the recent happenings in Lansing with the legislators and the new
Governor approach on the topics of consolidation and incentives.

Treasurer Townsend commented on his desire to reduce the administration fee.

Trustee Schweitzer discussed the scheduling of road improvements for 4-Mile Road.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was offered by Townsend, with support form May, and this
meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________ _________________________________
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk Alex Arends, Supervisor


